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EPA was born 30 years ago at a time when
rivers caught fire and cities were hidden
under dense clouds of smoke. We’ve made
remarkable progress since then. But we
can’t rest on our success. 

Our mission to protect the environment,
and to protect public health, is a mission
without end. New challenges loom over the
horizon as surely as the new day. 

We must continue our work to ensure that
with each new dawn, the sun shines
through clear skies and upon clean waters
— and all our families enjoy the blessings
of good health.

-Carol M. Browner, EPA Administrator



Dear Friends:

The 30 years of environmental progress highlighted in this report
chart a remarkable success story.  In one generation, we have reversed the
effects of more than a century of industrial pollution and environmental
degradation, and we have begun the effort to restore and protect our
treasured natural resources. We have done this and at the same time built
the strongest economy in our history.

This remarkable progress is a tribute to the work of thousands of
dedicated and talented EPA employees, to the cooperation of other federal
agencies and state and local governments, to the efforts of scores of nonprofit
organizations and their volunteers, to the tenacity of dedicated community
activists, and to the enlightened leadership of many in business and industry.

But there is so much more to do.  Many communities have yet to
share fully in the benefits of our environmental progress, and the new century
presents challenges - from uncontrolled sprawl to climate change - that were
scarcely understood or anticipated at the time of EPA’s founding.  President
Clinton, Vice President Gore and EPA Administrator Browner have defined a
vision and a program to meet these challenges -  to protect the health of our
children, ensure cleaner and more livable communities, and preserve
farmland and open space while providing all communities with clean air,
clean water, and safe drinking water.

This leadership, joined by that of environmental leaders in
communities across the country, offers the promise that we may fulfill
Theodore Roosevelt’s mandate that we leave this nation “a better land for
our descendants than it is for us.”

Sincerely,

Bradley M. Campbell
Regional Administrator


